Do YOU KNOW YOUR HEARTBEAT RATE?

SMARTEX DOES. IN SEPTEMBER IT DEBUTS IN FORMULA ONE WITH TOYOTA

di Anfonio Mauro

SMARTEX TROVA LA RISPOSTA. A SETTEMBRE DEBUTTO IN FORMULA UNO CON TOYOTA
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Not even Isaac Asimov, the great father of science fic- _ﬁj
tion, would have invented the body robot. It was / : 4
thought up and built by the young researchers from ' ,ré'l‘ i

Smartex, a small and dynamic research company |
that is able to put together common synthetic yarns |
and computerized electronics. Practically, they have T
inserted particular fextile micro-detectors in a clin- ! T /
ging pullover. These micro-sensors, thanks to the con- ;I 0y &
tact with the body, continually detect heartbeats and the I

respiratory rhythm, Thanks to a microprocessor, the rele-
vant data can be read by those who wear the pulloveron i .

a wrist display similar fo a watch or by a doctor, who can ! (| Doctor Doctor
be in a completely different place, thanks to cellular com- 1 oo
munication. The registered office of Smartex ‘is situated in ! ..-1_;\{
Prato but this company operates in the “scientific and tech- ' 1‘ \ LE.Q
nologic centre of Navacchio”, in the heart of the Arno valley, . i

not very far from Pisa. This company was founded by leading i : Ethernet

personalities of the enfrepreneurial activity of Prato; Silvano { ] \ e e

Gori, Franco Miliotti, Roberto Bini, Giuliano Coppini and Paclo ' | b e e

Zegna from the homenymous group. Smartex cooperates with ] . et

the faculty of Engineering of the University. of Pisa: in this way, : ; [ _ré‘:'il

Smartex can operate with a very small number of employees Wireless | [HOSPITAL CENTRAL

even though many researchers and universily feachers are ELL W ComUHICGh%Ij “ﬁcﬁf\f:ITORlNG SYSTEM
involved in this project. Smartex counls four persons in ifs staff  Patient i LI

AR 1
among those there is the scientific manager, the physicist Rita A A\ \
Paradiso, and the responsible for the management of the project, the " @ ,--/ é:"* Mo Je;\ 'Dncf{)r'
biologist Roberto Orselli, This project is based on a European research o Fa A K

and two years of experimentation are still needed. A festing fechniques JTAY

is already taking place at the S.Raffaele hospital in Milan where the Patient
conditions of patients who suffered from heart attack are monitored

with this ultramadern “health pullover”. The official presentation of the profotype track-
suit will take place on the next September when Panis and De Matta, F1 pilots whe race
with Toyota, will try it during the sessions of the Monza Grand Prix.
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